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Image station
The Kodak Digital Science Image
Station 440CF provides sensitive,
quantitative, real-time chemi-
luminescence detection in a compact
benchtop instrument. Available
through NEN® Life Science Products,
it uses an electronically cooled, full-
frame-capture CCD camera to visualize
scientific samples such as gels, blots,
bacterial plates and chromatograms
using chemiluminescence,
fluorescence, chemifluorescence and
chromogenic detection methods. The
system is as sensitive as X-ray film for
most chemiluminescence reagents,
and demonstrates fluorescence
detection sensitivity.
Circle number 2 on reader response card.
Electrophoresis system
CBS Scientific Company have
released three new horizontal gel
electrophoresis systems. The high
throughput submarine systems are
available in three different lengths
and are ideal for the rapid screening of
cloning products, restriction fragments,
synthetic oligos and PCR products.
The UV transparent gel trays have
multiple comb slots with each comb
capable of handling up to 102 samples
simultaneously and feature microtitre
format which allows multi-channel
pipetting. Researchers are able to
increase screening speed and accuracy
while reducing the use of expensive
chemical reagents.
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In Brief
OneStep RT–PCR kit
The QIAGEN OneStep RT-PCR kit is
designed for fast and sensitive one-step
RT–PCR using any RNA. The unique enzyme
blend includes two high-affinity reverse
transcriptases to ensure highly efficient
transcription of RNA amounts from 1 pg to
2 µg. The enzyme mix contains HotStarTaq
DNA Polymerase to improve specificity with
hot-start PCR. The specially formulated buffer
provides robust conditions for both reverse
transcription and PCR, ensuring maximum
yields and high sensitivity. Q-solution, an
innovative additive, is included in the kit to
simplify RT–PCR with difficult templates.
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Quattro Ultima
Micromass’ Quattro Ultima is a high
performance tandem quadrupole instrument
for quantitative bioanalysis. The system utilises
novel IonDRAG technology enabling extreme
ion conductance from the atmospheric
pressure ionisation aerosol to the mass
analyser. It features a new low noise/high gain
detector that approaches 100% efficiency for
the detection of single ions. The new optically
coupled WHISPER detector enables very
high gain to be achieved while silencing noise.
Greater gain is obtained by increasing the
conversion dynode voltage and the inclusion of
novel ‘within detector’ focusing optics.
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Anti-ATM antibody
TCS Biologicals announce the launch of an
antibody directed against ATM. Mutations in the
ATM (ataxia-telangiectasia mutated) gene cause
the rare human disease ataxia-telangiectasia (AT).
Inherited mutations in this gene lead to a complex
clinical phenotype characterised by neuronal
degeneration, oculocutaneous telangiectasia,
immune dysfunction and cancer predisposition
and premature ageing. This new antibody will
permit further study of this phenomenon and
help lead to a clearer understanding of the
causes and effects seen in AT.
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Leica IM 1000
With the Leica IM 1000, Leica Microsystems
introduces flexible image management
software for the capture, processing, analysing
and printing of digital images for research,
development, industry, biology and medicine.
The Leica IM 1000 offers ergonomic design as
well as functionality concentrated on the
essentials. The foundations of the wide range
of additional modules are image capture and
image processing. The software allows the
creation of user-specific modules, providing an
economical and task-orientated total system.
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The Heraeus cytomat 6000 Automatic
Incubator by Kendro Laboratory
Products makes high throughput
screening even more efficient. The
incubator has an automatic check-in-
out system for rapid and automatic
sample positioning. Constant
incubation conditions provide reliable
results and high sample yields. The
Heraeus cytomat 6000 guarantees
in vitro conditions to ensure consistent
results. Gentle sample loading and
unloading is accomplished through a
small automatic lifting door at the
rear of the instrument. Opening and
closing of the door is precisely timed
to minimize interior environmental
changes, thereby ensuring optimal
growth conditions are maintained.
The system robot loads and unloads
the incubator via a transfer station
situated in front of the opening. This
defined transfer facility makes it
extremely easy for the cytomat to be
integrated into the process. The
positioning of the microplates into
the carousel-type feeder inside the
work space is done via the automatic
check-in-out system.
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Kendro’s automatic incubator
